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Date: December 21, 2015 
Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness 
Property Owner: Kelly Thomas Pacheco, George D. Thomas III, Paul Thomas 
Representative: Kelly Thomas Pacheco, George D. Thomas III, Paul Thomas 
Legal Description: 8 Vista Del Prado N. Pt. of 16 (425), City of El Paso, El Paso County, 

Texas 
Historic District: Mission Trail 
Location: 9811 Socorro Road 
Representative District: #6 
Existing Zoning: C-1/H (Commercial/Historic) 
Year Built: N/A 
Historic Status: N/A 
Request: Reconsideration of changes to an approved Certificate of 

Appropriateness for construction of a multi-unit apartment complex 
Application Filed: 12.11.15 
45 Day Expiration: 1.25.16 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 

The applicant seeks approval for: 
 

Reconsideration of changes to an approved Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of 
a multi-unit apartment complex 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH A 
MODIFICATION of the proposed scope of work based on the following 
recommendations: 

 
The Mission Trail Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following: 

• New structures should respect the integrity of existing buildings.  Existing historic 
structures and streetscapes need be taken into consideration before designing new 
infill construction.  Setbacks, proportion, rhythm, and building elements should all be 
addressed.   

• Setbacks help to create a unified rhythm along a street.  Maintain the predominant 
existing building line.   

• The proportions of new buildings should be consistent with the dominant proportions 
of existing buildings.  Proportions of a group of structures define a pattern which is 
called a streetscape.  Streetscapes help to establish the architectural character of a 
neighborhood.  All new construction and additions to existing structures should 
preserve and enhance the streetscape. 

• Sidewalks within the Mission Trail Historic District are limited.  This is due, in part, to 
the fact that the area is primarily rural.  Almost all of the sidewalks are made of 
concrete; however, other alternatives exist.  Brick and stone pavers are available in a 
wide assortment of colors and patterns and can contribute to the overall 
enhancement of an area.  Exposed stones and pebbles set in concrete are other 
possibilities to consider as well. 

• Paved areas for driveways should be kept to a minimum.  Acceptable driveway 
materials are concrete, asphalt or masonry. 

• Landscaping is an inherent part of a building’s siting and design.  Good landscaping 
reinforces and highlights the architectural qualities of a structure.  When new 
landscaping is planned, it should be designed to complement the structure and the 
streetscape. 

• Socorro Road is a farm road in need of landscaping.  Planting trees with a 
combination of shrubs and/or ground coverings can greatly enhance this road.  
Properly designed landscaping can set the tone for immediate and surrounding 
areas. 

• Flat roofs are characteristic of Pueblo architecture.  Flat roofs are also found in this 
district.  Parapets and flat wood eaves are distinctive features of the Territorial and 
Victorian Townhouse styles. 

• Appropriate masonry for the Mission Trail Historic District includes terra cotta, stucco 
finishes, and adobe.   

 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 

• New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 



• Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
 

The modification is that architectural detail be added to the first bay flanking the entrance 
in lieu of the windows and archways that were removed from the original plan.  
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APPROVED RENDERING AND PLANS 

 

 

 

 



NEW ELEVATION 

 

 


